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WISDOM: HER CRY. 



A COMMENTAET ON PEOVERBS I. 20-33. 

Wisdom crietk without ; she utteretk her voice in 

the streets : 

She crieth in the chief pldce of concourse, in the 
openings of the gates : in the dty she uttereth her 
words, saying. 

How long, ye sj^^nple ones, will ye love simplicity t 
and the scorners delight in their scorning, and 
fools hate knowledge t 

Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour 
out my spirit unto you, I mil make known my 
words unto you. 

BecoAise I have called, and ye refused ; I have 
stretched out my hand, and no moAv* «ire.^orr^ft^\ 
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But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and 
would n^one of my reproof: 

I also will laugh at your calamity ; IvMl mock 
when your fear cometh ; 

When your fear comMh as desolation, and your 
destruction cometh as a whirlwind ; when distress 
and anguish cometh upon you. 

Then shall they call upon Me, hut I will not 
answer; they shall seek Me early, hut they shall 
not find Me: 

For that they hated knowledge, a/nd did not 
choose the fear of the Lord : 

They would none of m,y counsel : they despised 
all my reproof 

Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own 
way, and he filed with their own devices. 

For the turning away of the simple shall slay 
them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy 
them. 

But whoso hearkeneth unto Me shall d/well safely, 
and shall he quiet from fear of evil. 
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" Wisdom crieth without." Such are the 
words with which the passage opens that I 
have chosen for this exposition ; and as the 
Prophet inquired, " Who is this that cometh 
from Edom, with dyed garments from 
Bozrah," and got his answer direct from 
God, — "J that speak in righteousness^ mighty 
to save ; " and as the Psalmist asked, " Who 
is this Bang of glory?" and at once was 
inspired to say, " The Lord of hosts , He is 
the King of glory/' so will I begin my little 
book with the inquiry, " Who is this Wis- 
dom that crieth, and why does she cry 
without ? " May the same Spirit that taught 
Isaiah and David the answer to their ques- 
tions, teach me to reply Sciipturally to mine, 
and may my answer be, as their's have been, 
to the benefit of many. 

Who is this Wisdom that crieth? Qt. \ 




that we all knew, by the power of the 
Spirit of God ! It is the Lord from heaven : 
Christ the Saviour, Christ the sinner's Friend, 
Christ the Wisdom of God. It is Christ 
that calleth, and unto you, oh men, he 
cialls ; it is Christ that crieth, and His voice 
is to the sons of men. Listen to, and be- 
lieve Wisdom's own history of H^nself, as 
given to us in Prov. viii. ; and^ all question 
as to who THAT Peeson is will be set at 
rest at once and for ever. " Jehovah pos- 
sessed Me in the beginning of His way, 
before His works of old. I was set up from 
everlasting, jfrom the beginning, or ever the 
earth was." This person then, "Wisdom," 
was with Jehovah jfrom the time that 
Jehovah was; from the heginnmg—from 
everlasting. What words can more plainly 
declare uncreated Divinity ? " Set tip from 
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ev:eirlabting." We can understand some- 
thing of what is meant by no ending — 
to everlasting; but the mind shrinks hack 
altogether bewildered in the endeavour to 
grasp TU) beginning — from everlasting. Yet 
this Pebson saith, "I was set up from 
everlasting : " in other words, Ever since 
God was, I was ; neither was there ever 
a time when He was, that I was not. 
" When He prepared the heavens, I was 
there; when He set a compass upon the 
face of the depth ; when He established 
the clouds above; when He strengthened 
the fountains of the deep ; when He gave 
to the sea his decree, that the waters should 
not pass His conmiandment ; when He ap- 
pointed the foundations of the earth : then 
I was hy Him, as One brought up with Him ; 
and I was daily His delight^ ocu^Ks^^^sisf^ \ 
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ALWAY before Him ; rejoicing in the habita- 
ble part of His earth ; and my delights were 
with the sons of men" 

Such is the portrait of the Wisdom that 
crieth without, drawn for us and given to 
us, that we may know who it is that cal- 
leth ; and surely there can be but One of 
whom it can be a faithful picture. This 
Wisdom is none other than God's beloved 
Son, in whom, from all eternity. He always 
has been and always is, well pleased ; He who 
in the beginning wa. with God and who wbb 
God ; and who, for us men, and for our sal- 
vation, came down from heaven, was Incar- 
nate by the Holy Ghost, and bom of the 
Virgin Mary. Gt)d so loved the world, that 
He gave His only begotten Son, and " God 
was manifest in the flesh." A Body was 
prepared Him; and God's Son — He by 
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whom all things were made, and without 
whom nothing was made that was made — 
was made the Son of man, and came into 
the world to save sinners. 

Had the Word never been made flesh and 
come into the world, no flesh could have been 
saved. God would have been in the world 
it is true, for God is everywhere ; but there 
would have been no God the Saviotjb ; no 
Wisdom of Gt)d to teach sinners : nothing 
but God out of Christ ; God " a consuming 
fire 1 *' But by the grace of God the Word 
was made flesh, and did come into the world ; 
and by the grace of God He crieth in the 
world ; and I know no words more likely to 
make man listen to His call, than the words 
with which He Himself, Christ the Wisdom 
of God, concludes Prov. viii. : the chapter 
from which I have already so largely quoted. 



" Now thereforey^ — Now therefore because I 
love you, and have loved you from eternity ; 
" now therefore" becjause I have come down 
from heaven to die for you, that you and I 
might live together for eternity ; " now 
therefore!^ because I am the Wisdom of God, 
and know better than you what will really 
make you happy for eternity, " Hearken 
unto Me, O ye children: for blessed are 
they that keep my ways. Hear instruction, 
and be wise, and refuse it not. Blessed is 
the man that heareth Me, watching daily 
at my gates, waiting at the posts of my 
doors. For whoso findeth Me findeth life, 
and shaU obtain favour of the Lord. But 
he that sinneth against Me wrongeth his 
own soul : all they that hate Me love 
death." 

WisdoDi then,— the Person spoken of that 
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crieth,— is the Lord Jesus Christ : Ghrist the 
Wisdom of God. But why is it said that 
" Wisdom crieth without " f " Wisdom crieth 
without^ she uttereth her voice in the streets, 
she crieth in the chief places of concourse, 
in the opening of the gates, in the city she 
uttereth her words:' Why is it thus ? why 
does she cry without ? Why does she not 
rather utter her words in the inmost recesses 
of the heart of every man, and thus make 
sure that every individual shall hear ? For 
this reason : that before you can cry i|i the 
heart, you must get access to the heart, — 
aad she is not in the heart to ciy. Wisdom 
is not in the heart of man by nature, — only 
mckedness and foUy : wickedness and foUy 
SO great that under its teaching man will 
believe, and thank God that he is neither 
such a fool as Esau, or such a sinner as 
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Judas, while all the time he is seUiag his 
Saviour and his soul for something less 
than they did,-a mess of pottage, or thirty 
pieces of sUver. Man may have wisdom for 
this world ; he may know how to buy and 
sell and get gain, but he has no spiritual 
wisdom^ not the smallest atom. His exis- 
tence is everlasting : before hun is an eternal 
life of Hving death or Hving glory; and 
if his wisdom cannot teach him to escape 
the death and secure the glory, can it be 
called wisdom, though it teaches him to gain 
the whole world I If, with an everlasting 
existence before him, aU that his' wisdom 
can get for him will profit him nothing in a 
hundred years, is his wisdom worthy the 
name ? Ask thyself this question, oh thou 
who art wise only for this world, and then 
ask Chmst, the Wisdom op God to teach 
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you the answer. Once there was no more 
true wisdom in the world than there now 
is in the natural heart; but by the wis- 
dom of God, the Wisdom of God got into 
the world, and into some hearts in the world : 
and now " Wisdom crieth without^'' — outside 
the heart in which she is not, — ^with the desire 
that folly may be silenced, and wickedness 
put to confusion by Her voice, and the heart 
opened to let her in. In the third verse of 
the passage we are given the very names of 
those to whom she cries, and in the following, 
what she says and promises to do for them, 
if they will turn and listen. 

First, as to who are they that are called. 
Perhaps your name is amongst them. If so 
I have a direct message from God to you. 
Let us see. " Wisdom crieth without ; she 
uttereth her voice in the streets ; she crieth 
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in the chief place of concourse, in the open- 
ing of the gates ; in the city she uttereth 
her words, saying, How long, ye simple ones, 
will ye love simplicity f and the scomers 
delight in their scorning, and fools hate hnouh 
ledge ?" Now in this cry we We mentioned 
by name the very persons to whom Christ 
calls. To the simple ones, the scorneb, 
the FOOL. Observe, it is not a call to thoiSe 
who were once simple, once scomftj, once 
foolish, but are n^w turned and penitent ; 
but to those who are still going on in their 
wickedness, listening to no voice but the 
voice of their own hearts, and leaving as 
they rush down the broad road to destruc- 
tion, the Wisdom of God behind them. It 
is not to the already turned one, struggling 
with sin, that Wisdom crieth ; but to the 
simple in the midst of his simplicity, to the 
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scorner in the height of his scorning, to the 
fool who is still going on in his folly, and 
to every one who answers to one or all of 
these names, I have a direct message from 
God. Is your name in the list ? Let us 
look at it carefully. Does the title "simple^* 
apply to you? Humbling as it is, do you 
know in your heart of hearts that you have 
been a simple one all your life, and are but 
a simple one still? If so I have a message 
from Grod to you, But you say. No : that is 
not my name. Whatever else people may 
say of me, they cannot say I am amongst 
the simple. I have no reason to blame my- 
self for anything in the past. I began life 
with small beginnings, and am doing very 
well ; or, I was bom in a good position, and 
I have raised myself to a better, and if things 
go on as I have a right to expect, I shall . 



; 



16 Wisdom: her cry. 

soon have little left to wish for. If the 
message is only to the simple, there is no 
message to me ; for let who else may answer 
to the name, I am not amongst the simple 
ones." 

Not amongst the simple ones ! You have 
raised yourself to a better position than you 
were once in, and if things go on as you 
expect, you will soon have little left to wish for. 
Is this what you say? And isthis your 
reason for thinking you are not a simple one ? 
If things go on as you expect ! I suppose you 
expect to die? You expect death, judgment, 
and in another world an existence that will 
be everlasting. You believe that the years 
that remain to you in this life, are only a 
few out of a life that will last as long as the 
life of God. And your only reason for not 
o2assi22ff jrouzBel£ amojigst the simple is, that 
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you have made provision for the life that now 
is ! If in an hour from this you were on 
your deathbed, and God should say to you, 
as He has so often said to many like you, 
" This night thy soul shall i)e required of 
thee," would you not then think you had 
been a simple one ? Would you not then 
be forced to confess that you had spent your 
money for that which is not breadfa^d your 
law for that which satisfieth not; and if it 
could be purchased with all the earthly sub- 
stance that you have gained by your ^trthly 
wisdom, do you not know that you would 
give it aU for a little time to make peace with 
God ? Oh, think again before you say your 
name is not mentioned by Wisdom in her 
call ! If you are only preparing for the time 
you have to pass in the worlds and ^^^ ^^ 
preparing for the etenaty ^\!cv<ficLSs»\>^^'^^^'^^ 
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after you have left the world, your name is 
*' simple one." If you say, " No, I cannot see 
it," that does not alter the fact : you are a 
simple one still, — sl very, very simple one. A 
simple one of the worst and most hopeless 
kind : a blind simpleton ; one who walketh 
in darkness, and knoweth not whither he 
goetL But if you see it,-: — ^if you acknow- 
ledge that in following your own wisdom, 
which is foolishness with God, to the neglect 
of the only true wisdom, the wisdom of God, 
you have been simple, do not despair, — ^your 
name is mentioned by Wisdom in her calL 
/ have a message from God for you. 

And scomers. Oh the longsuffering, mercy, 
and goodness of God 1 Wisdom crieth not 
only to the simple, but to scorners. Not 
only to those who in their ignorance and 
stupidity are turning their backs upon God's 



_\ 



L 



wisdom, but to those who are making a mock 
of sin, scoffing at the religion of Jesus Christ, 
walking after their own hearts' lusts, and 
saying. Where is the promise of His coming. 
(2 Peter iii. 3, 4.) Oh ye scomers, cries 
Christ the Wisdom of God to you, how long 
will ye delight in your scorning? What 
good has it ever done you ; what good do 
you expect it ever will do you ? You laugh 
at religion, you ridicule the Bible ; and if 
the Bible is not true, your scorn and scoffing 
wiU never do you any harm, for its revela- 
tions are idle dreams, and damnation a myth. 
But this is your highest hope, — ^you have none 
greater : that the Bible is not true — ^that 
what it says will never be : that after death 
there is no judgment, no hell, no fixture. 
But what if your hope deceives you^ aad.'Oc^ 
Bible is true ? AccoTdxng \iO ^ovix oNfro^^faJjisic^' 
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as I once said to an avowed scoffer,— and 
because I think the thought likely to do 
good even to more than the avowed scoffer, I 
have both in preaching and writing repeated 
it often,-a.ldingTo your o^feith, you 
have no hope of escaping everlasting damna- 
tion, except that the Bible is a lie. If the 
Bible is true, your damnation is a certainty : 
there is nothing before you but everlasting 
burnings. Surely then the Christian is in 
a better position than you. He not only 
thinks that the Bible will do him no harm, 
but that it will do him positive good. If 
the Bible is not true he is no worse off than 
you are ; but if it is true, how much worse 
off are you 1 If the Bible is not true, then 
there is no known future ; and he that be- 
lieveth and an infidel are both aUke, and 
both like the beasts that perish. But if the 
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Bible is true, how beyond telling are they 
tmlike I How infinite is the blessing that is 
coming on the believer : how infinite the 
curse that is coming on the scomer 1 It has 

never entered into the heart of man to con- 

• 

ceive the meaning of the words ^^for ever 
with the Lord:^^ that is the blessing that 
k coming on the beHever. It has never 
entered into the heart of man to conceive 
the meaning of the words, " the worm that 
dieth not, and the jvre that is not quenched : " 
THAT is the curse that is coming on the 
scomer. Would you not then rather be in 
a position to say, if the Bible is true, I am 
saved, than remain m a position m which 
you are compelled to say, if the Bible is true, 
I am damned. And why should you not be 
in this position ? There is no hindrance h^^i;. 
your own will. H:Bw\io^^^'^^\2fiy^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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all your life, and who at any moment could not 
only have killed your body, but aflber He had 
killed had power to cast you soul and body 
into heU. has spared you tffl this moment.- 
spared you that you may read what you are 
reading, and have opportunity to take your 
place amongst the saved. NotwithstaiKEng 
your past scorning, and the special judgments 
denounced against scomers in His Word, 
Wisdom expressly mentions scomer in Her 
call. Is J^our name scomer ? If so, / have 
a message from God to you. 

But my message extends farther. — " Oh, 
ye simple ones, how long will ye love sim- 
plicity, and scomers delight in their scorn- 
ing, and fools hate knowledge ? " 

Fools : a call to fools ! I dare not call 
any man a fool, for "i< is written/' He 
that caUeth his brother a fool, shall be 
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in danger of kell fixe." Still, I must try 
and bring home the name to those whose 
name it is, for it would be sad indeed if 
there was a message from God to any man, 
and the man did not know it, because he 
did not know his own name. Let us see 
who they are that God calls fools. 

God calls efvery unconverted man A fool. 
The wisdom of this world is foolishness with 
God ; and he who knows no other wisdom, 
knows nothing of true wisdom, and is in 
God's sight as void of imderstanding as the 
veriest fool on earth. The fool, or the 
worldly-wise man (for they are synonymous), 
does not think so, for it is written, " Folly 
is joy to him who is destitute of wisdom." 
But this joy is the joy of a fool, and his 
foolishness prevents his knowing hia fc^lb^. 
Thuftsaith the Lord: *^Tke f^m oj KJ^a^I^^ 
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is the beginning of wisdom^ and the hnovh 
ledge of the Holy is understanding/^ — ^and 
no earthly wisdom ever yet taught a man 
the fear of the Lord, or to know God, the 
only true God, and Jasus Christ, the Holy 
One of Israel. Every child of Adam is by 
nature a born fool. Accept the name, and 
/ have a message from God to you. 

But let us go into the title ^fool " a little 
more specifically, for though our hearts will 
never teach us, God has given us some 
very plain descriptions by which the fool 
may know himself, if the fool will only 
believe God, For instance, in the fourteenth 
Psalm, it is written, " The fool hath said in 
his hearty There is no God.^^ Do you say in 
your heart. There is no God ? *' Certainly 
not," you say at once : but think a little 
he£ore yovL answer. Many are infidels at 
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heart, who have not only never professed 
MdeUty, but have never «>8pelj that 
a.e,wLMdet Oh. how'often have 
I spoken and written on this subject, — so 
often that I half shrink from mentioning 
it again 1 But, as I said in the first book I 
ever published, that I know no instruction 
more likely to be usefiil, so I still say ; and 
as my subject naturally introduces it, even 
at the risk of being accused of tautology, I 
will speak about it here. 

It is not more true that every man by 
nature is bom a fool, than that by nature he 
is bom an infidel, — ^an imbeliever in the very 
existence of the God of the Bible. Man by 
nature is bom without God. God by nature 
is not in him, and of necessity it follows he 
is bom without the knowledge of Gcsi, 
Neither has he any x^ajbou^ o^ ^5frssSvsi\s^ 
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spirit in him, that can teach him to know 
God, or will ever make him feel that he is 
without Him, and in want of Him. There 
isaspirit in him,— a spirit that is his leader 
and teacher; but this teacher, so fer from 
teaching him that he is without Gk)d, wiU 
never let him know, if he can help it, that 
there is a God to be without. If while imder 
the teaching of this teacher he hears of God, 
he will teach him to believe that he believes 
in Him when he does not. But when Gk)D 
THE Teacher takes the place of this tesicher, 
man finds out that he is an infidel, — an im- 
believer. What I mean by an infidel, an 
unbeliever, is this : a person who has not 
as much faith as enables him to believe 
that God is a reahty, — an ever-present 
Person ; a Person who can see, and hear, 
and act : a Person, in short, who, though in- 
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visible, is. The Ji^st thing God would have 
His people learn, is to know Him by His 
name, I Am ; and he who does noti believe 
that God IS, may profess what he pleases, 
but it is impossible for him to please Him. 
He is without faith — ^an infidel, — a fool 
who says in his heart, There is no God ; and 
if he dies in that state, he will have his por- 
tion with the unbelievers. (Heb. xL 6.) 

Now do you believe that God is ? For 
forty years I believed that I did, because 
for forty years I lived without putting it to 
the proof ; but when in deep anxiety about 
my soul, and with an earnest desire to have 
a real dealing with Him, I went into my 
chamber, shut the door, prostrated myself 
before Him, and implored His pardon and 
His Holy Spirit, I learned that I did not. 
I learned I had not aaixi\i^Ssii2cL^6a. ^sosSsSss^ 
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me to believe in Him as an actuality ; a really 
present, though invisibly present Person. I 
could believe that I was, and that I was in 
the room ; I had no doubt about it — ^I knew 
IT : but there was nothing either in or out 
of me that enabled me to know "He is." At 
that time I knew nothing of believing, or 
receiving anything on the bare testimony of 
God's Word, simply because He said it. I 
could see myself in the room, by sight and 
sense and feeling, but I had no faith, and 
so could not see the Invisible One, or 
credit Him who made my eyes and eara, 
with being able to see and hear me. 

Now have you ever gone to your room 
to have a real transaction with God, and 
been enabled when you spoke to Him to 
believe in Him as a great present Reality, 
hearing you and seeing you ? If so, happy 

X 
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are you : you axe not far from the kingdom 
of heaven. But imless He whom you call 
God is more to you than the gods of whom 
it is written, " eyes have they, but they see 
not ; they have ears, but they hear not ; " 
unless you have as much faith as enables 
you to believe that the God and Father of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ sees you 
when you go to Him, and hears you when 
you speak to Him, you may say you believe, 
and believe what you say ; but God says, 
" Without faith it is impossible to please 
Him, for he that cometh to God must 
believe that He is," and do you believe that 
He is ? You do not ; and are therefore still 
amongst those amongst whom you were born; 
amongst the blind unbelievers ; amongst the 
fools who say in their hearts that there ia ws \^ 
God. If this is youc c;e^^ ^^ ^^"^ ^^es^^^sL. 
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Your name is "fool," and I have a message 
from God to yotu 

Again, God says, "JETe that trusteth in his 
own heart is a fool" (Prov. xxviii. 26.) Now 
though there are many different names by 
which they are known amongst men, there 
are on earth only two teachers, — ^the heart 
and the Lord Jesus Christ ; and by one or 
other of these is every man taught and 
guided. The proof of whom we believe is 
whom we follow, and he who believes in his 
own heart and follows it, is a fool, and on 
the road to hell ; but he who believeth in the 
Lord Jesus Christ and foUows Him, is a 
wise man, and on the road to heaven. He 
that trusteth in his own heart does not 
believe this ; for, says the Word of God, ^^the 
^^y of a fool is right in his own eyes ; " and 
again, ^^ there is a way that seemeth right unto 
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a man^ but the end of that way is death : *' 
but believe it or not, it is as certain as the 
Word of Grod can make it, that no man from 
his birth to his grave ever yet followed the 
eounsels of his own heart, and did that which 
was honestly and truly right in his own eyes, 
who did not live the life of a fool, and die the 
death of the wicked. Ever since the faU of 
Adam, the object of the spirit in man's heart 
has been to destroy him ; to teach him to call 
evil good, and good evil ; darkness light, and 
light darkness ; to lie to him in this life that 
he may destroy him everlastingly. How 
thoroughly is this borne out by the des- 
criptions of the heart in the Bible ; all 
true pictures written for our learning and 
drawn for us by God Himself. Before the 
flood, " God saw that the wickedness of man 
was great on the e^is^» ^ssA "Ogs^ <«vi<ir^ 
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imagination of the tJioughts of his heart was 
only evil continually.^^ (Gen, vi. 5.) Yet the 
flood made it no better ; for thus said the 
same God after the flood, '^ The imo^gination 
ofmmis heart is evil from his youths (Gen, 
viiL 21.) More than two thousand years 
after, Solomon speaJdng by the same spirit 
of God, says, " The heart of the sons of men 
is full of evil, and madness is in their heart 
while they live ; " and Jeremiah, five hundred 
years after that, " The heart is deceitful above 
ALL THINGS, and desperately wicked!^ Nor 
iQ the days of our Lord had it altered for 
the better. " For from within, and out of 
the heart of men,'' says the Lord Jesus, 
"proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, fornica- 
tions, murders, thefts, covetousness, wicked- 
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evU eye, 
blasphemy, pride, foolishness ; all these evil 



\ 



(ess 



Wisdom : her cry. 33 

things come Jrom within" Neither let any 
man think that these descriptions are only 
applicable to some hearts, for we are expressly 
told there is no difference ; that " as in water 
face aDswereth to face, so the heart of man 
to man." The truth is humbling ; but it is 
truth for aU that, — ^that in every heart there 
is the seed of every evil : and if it has not 
been developed in one as much as in another, 
the difference is only ovraig to the difference 
of cultivation, which may keep down natural 
evil, though it cannot produce spiritual good. 
So thoroughly bad, — so evil, only evil, and 
that continually, is the heart, — ^that God 
Himself never attempts to make it better. 
If any man is in Christ Jesus, he is a new 
creature. When man goes to God for par- 
don and His holy Spirit, God doee^^^^^^a^^s^^ 
his old heart, but gvve^ \^vh^ ^ '^^'^ ^'^'^'^ 
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See the promise in Ezekiel xxxvi 25. " Then 
will I sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye 
shall be clean : from all your filthiness, and 
from all your idols, will I cleanse you. A 
new heart also will I give you, and a 
new spirit will I put within you : and I will 
take away the stony heart out of your flesh, 
and I will give you an heart of flesh. And I 
will put My Spirit within you, and cause you 
to walk in my statutes, and ye shall keep 
MY judgments, and do them." 

Oh, you who have trusted \jx your own 
heart, have you not trusted in an evil and a 
deceiving heart ? What has it done for you ? 
At the very best it has only given you days 
of pleasure, and years of profit ; but has it 
taught you to get anything better than the 
good things of this world. Has it taught you 
to prepare to meet your Qod, — ^to know Jesus 
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Christ and Him ctu^ified,— or to gain any- 
thing that can do you good beyond the life 
that now is ? If tiiis was your hoilr of death, 
or day of judgment^ would you not know, by 
the most dreadfdl ex^erieince, that your h^art 
had deceived you^ and that God's account of 
it, — evil, and only evil, and thistt ccJntinimlly ; 
full of evil and madness ; deceitful above all 
things, and desperately widced^ was but too 
true ? Oh, thank God that this is not the 
day of judgment, but still your day of sal- 
vation ! You have destroyed yourself ; you 
have been trusting in your own heart, and 
God says you are a fooL I have a message 
for FOOLS,'— a message from God to you. 

Again : you remember the history of the 
Eich man, who had much goods laid up for 
many years, amd who said to his soul> "T.-^^ 
thine ease ; eat^ drink, «si«W>^ tssssttj^^ 
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remember, too, what God said to him, and 
the question He asked him : " Thou fool, 
this night thy soul shall be required of thee ; 
then whose shall those things be that thou 
hast provided ? " But do you remember the 
commentary made by the Lord Jesus on the 
conduct of this man? Do you remember 
how He adds to the parable the instruction 
He wishes us to get froni it ? " So is he 
that layeth up treasure for himself, and is 
not RICH toward God.'' So is he A fool. — 
Not only he who remains amongst the lost, 
and who afler Jesus Christ has come into the 
world to save sinners, neglects so great sal- 
vation ; not only is he a fool, but also he, 
who calling himself a Christian, allows his 
temporal matters to impede and hinder his 
itual, and his labours for the things of 
^^riT^o^^ffit^ere with his laying up trea- 

\ 
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$ure in heaveii. That man, says our Lord, 
is a FOOL. 

And so he i^. Assume that he is a Chris- 
tian — on the Rock — a, saved man, — ^which, 
if there is no visible work of faith, and labour 
of love, is more than doubtful, — ^but assume 
that he is a Christian : does he not know 
that out of an existence which is everlasting, 
all the time he has to glorify God on 
the earth, and improve the talents Ha has 
committed to his charge, is from the day of 
his conversion to the day of his death? 
Before conversion, he cannot go to God at 
alL But Christ has opened the kingdom of 
heaven to all believers, and through Him 
all Christians have access by one Spirit unto 
the Father. Through Him, not only is the 
believer saved, but has opportunity to im- 
prove the talents intruat^d.^^\iss3i>'^^^'^ssji"^^ 
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treasure in haaven;, aaid fee rich towards God. 
Is he not a fool then, who neglects his short 
opportunity? I wiU Bot say who wraps liis 
talent in a napkin, — ^for he who does that has 
no inheritance, in the kmgdom of heaven ; 
his portion is "otrfer d(wknes&'^ (Matt. xxv. 
30) : but is not he a fool, who, overcharged 
with things temporal, so neglects^ things 
spiritual, that while the talents of his more 
diligent neighbour are bearing spiritual finit 
a hundred-fold, it is scarcely possible for any 
but the merciful God Himself to discover 
that his are producing increase at aU? 
Surely, to say the least of it, such a man 
suffers loss; and if there could be regret 
amongst the redeemed in glory, I believe it 
would be regret over opportunities lost on 
the earth, of glorifying God and laying up 
treasure in heaven. 1 do not now ask you if 
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you axe saved, — ^but if you axe bioh towards 
God ? If you are not, the Lord Jesus Christ 
says you axe a fool, J have a message Jrom 
God to you. 

There axe many others in Scripture to 
whom God gives the name of ^^foolp* but 
there is Httle need, neither does my space 
aJlow me, to particularize further. Suffice it 
to say that the call of Wisdom — ^the message 
I have to deliver — ^is addressed to all who 
wiU accept the name. I must, however, 
mention one poor sinner whom God has called 
a fool, lest while he knows there is mercy 
for fools, he should think the title too good 
for him,and beUeve himself excluded from the 
message. I mean the poor backslider ? Ah, 
does the name make you start and tremble ? 
If you axe a backslider, no wonder that it 
does^ j5)r you are one oi ^jJol^ ^ceaiw^s^ '^j^^ ^ssv 
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eaxth, and one of the chiefest sinners. But 
still you are a fool, and you are a sinner, 
and therefore one of the very people whom 
Wisdom calls, and whom Christ died to save. 
Dare not, in despair or recklessness, to say, 
like them of old, " There is no hope. I have 
loved strangers, and after them will I go." 
(Jer. uT 25.) There is hope. It is true 
''thou hast spoken and done evil things as 
thou couldest;" it is true it would have 
been better for you not to have known the 
way of righteousness, than after you did 
know it, to turn from the holy commandment 
delivered imto you; it is true that it has 
happened unto you according to the true 
proverb, "The dog is turned to his own 
vomit again, and the sow that was washed 
to her wallowing in the mire;" but it is also 
^JTie that God iateth putting away^ and still 
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saith, in spite of all that is passed, " I AM 
MABitiED UNTO YOU." He saith, I am mar- 
ried to the backslider, and He hateth putting 
away ! Did you ever observe the name by 
which God calls you in " the true Proverb " 
(Prov. xxvi. 11), from which Peter quotes?--*- 
^^As a dog returneth to his vomit, so a fool 
retumeth to his folly J^ In God's sight you 
have been guilty of the loathsome thing 
spoken of, but it has pleased Him in His 
mercy to call you " fool." Oh, reject not 
the counsel of God against yourself, but 
"take with you words and turn to the 
Lord," for / have a message from God to 
you. (Read Jer. iii.) 

But there seems to be one — ^a man who 
says his name is not fool — rfor whom there 
appears to be little or no hope, and for whom^ 
certainly in his preaeiifc ^XaJ^.^^ ^ \isyj=?^ ;^^ 
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message. Tte provdrb I have just quoted 
— *' As the dog returns to his vomit ^ so the 
fool returns to his folly " — opens the dooi: 
of hope to the poor backslider ; but do you 
know the scripture that immediately follows 
it? **80est thou a man wise in his own 
conceit ? there is more hope of A fool than 
of him."* 

Oh, ye self-satisfied and self-righteous 
ones,— ye who are highly esteemed amongst 
men, and highly esteem yourselves, — ^ye who 
say, I am rich and increased in goods, and 
have need of nothing, and thank God ye 
are not Hke other men, especially like the 
poor backslider, who awhile ago you heard 
preaching CSirist in the streets, and saw 
last night lying drunken in the gutter, — 
know, know of a surety, know from the 
Word of God, that bad as is his state there 



is more hope of that dximkea backslider than 
you I He is a fool, and he knows it, and he 
inay arise and smite upon his breast, crying, 
«(L me merciful to m« a simxer ; " iZif 
he does^ God will be merciful to him. But 
you axe a fool and do not know it ; you axe 
" wise in yowr own conceit ; " you trust in 
yourself that you ax© righteous, and despise 
others. "While you remain thus there is no 
HOPE for you. The two texts I have quoted 
thus put together, evidently axe put to- 
gethex for our learning, and while Peter 
refers to the one for the instruction of the 
backslider, Paul refers to the other for the 
infitruotion of the self-satisfied. "If any 
man," says Paul, 1 Cor. iii 18, evidently 
with reference to Prov. xxvi. 12, ^' If any 
man among you seemeth to be wise in this 
worid^ let him become a fool that he m/xy 
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he wise.^^ Oh, brother, is yours the spirit 
ofthePhaAeel Are you a man wii In 
your own conceit ? If so, then know that 
in giving you this counsel, God does all He 
can for you. He can counsel you, and He 
does ; but unless you obey His counsel. He 
can do no more for you. He cannot save 
you, — ^there is no hope for you : but obey it, 
and He can ; and go to Him, and He will. 
Cease from your own wisdom, and there is 
hope for you; come out from the wise of 
this world and take your place amongst the 
POOLS, and / have a message from God to 
you. 

And now let us look at the message, — ^the 

call of Christ the wisdom of Gk)D, to 

the simple^ to the scornful^ to the foolish: 

"Oh, ye simple ones, how long will ye love 

maiplicitjr, and the scomers delight in their 
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scorning, and fools hate knowledge ? Turn 
you at my reproof. Behold I will pour out 
my Spirit unto you, I will make known my 
words unto you^ 

Now all things that pertain tmto life and 
salvation are contained and promised in this 
call, to him who listens to it. Call these 
words of Christ by what name you will, — He 
calls them (oh, the gentleness of Christ I ) 
His reproof I — ^bnt, call them by what name 
you will, the sinner who believes, receives, 
and acts upon them, is as certain of pardon 
and everlasting life, as they are who are 
washed, justified, and sanctified in the name 
of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of God. 
Let us look first at the first word, "turn." 
The word " turn " in the Old Testament has 
much the samemeaning asthe word"Bss:^ESJ^' 
in the New. B,epeiifcmQ.^\^^v£^ ^ ^3^^^^^ ^^ 
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mind towards God, which leads a man to 
turn or change his conduct. The two can 
never be separated. There is no true re- 
pentance, or change of mind towards ihfi 
Lord God, where there is no turning ; there 
is no true turning, or change of conduct 
towards God, where there is no repentance. 
Christ the Wisdom of God is represented in 
these Scriptures as crying in the street^, in 
the chief places of concoui^e ; while, paying 
no more attention to Him than men do in 
our own day, the simple, the scomers, the 
foolish, are seen hur?ying past Hiin. As 
they rush down the broad road, leaving 
Him behind them, He cries to them to 
TURN. The multitude heed Him not ; but 
a remnant do ; — some few hear and tubn. 
Let us assume that you are one of the num- 
hejz The ijaoment you tnm, the. Lord J^us 
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Ctrist is before you. Until then your face 
was to the worlds and your back to God ; 
but now you are a converted or turned- 
round man. Your face is towards God, and 
if you go forward you go towards Him. But 
fiftiU though your face is towards Him, you 
niay not see Christ, for your three great 
adversaries, the world, the flesh, and the 
derva, are disturbed by yDur turning, and 
are now in full opposition, doing all they 
can to distract your attention. 

Therefore the very first teaching of Christ 
to him who turns, is to teach him where 
and on what to look. "Look unto Me," 
He filays : Behold Mb. Never mind your- 
self ; never mind just now what you have 
been, or what you are; but looking away 
from everything else, keep your eyes by 
faith on Mb. I am t\ift K\:^^>"V ^sssa. '^^^ 
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beginning ; and as a little child begins its 
education with the first letter of the alpha- 
bet, so you must begin with Me. Until 
you know Me, it is but labour lost to study 
yourself, or any other person or thing. 
Study Me : study Me as revealed to you 
in MY Word, Who I am and what I have 
done, and what I am able and willing and 
have promised to do for all who turn to 
Me. Do not let your mind be turned away 
from Me by anything you find or do not find 
in yourself. I know much better than you 
do that your carnal mind is enmity against 
God : that you have no spirit in you that 
will induce you either to love Me or obey 
Me; but look not at that, but at this, — 
that I who am for you am stronger than 
they that are against you ; and that in Me 
jou have both righteousness and strength ; 
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that My strength is made perfect in your 
weakness, and that you can do all thingfs 
through Ohrirt rtrenf^emng yoa SlmJ 
scoffer, fool that you have been, look at Me, 
and do not add to all your other sins the 
sin of unbelief. Abraham, the father of the 
faithful, did not consider his own body, 
but believed that what God had promised 
He was able also to perform, and therefore 
it ™a imputed to hi^ for righteou^iei,- 
and it was not written for his sake alone 
that it was imputed to him, but for yours 
also, to whom it shall be imputed if you 
believe in Me. Look again at my message, 
and see what I tell you to behold. " Be- 
hold / will pour out MY Spirit unto you, I 
will make known my words unto you.*^ Is 
not MY Spirit — ^the Spirit of wisdom — ^the 
very Spibit you need'? "SfSTtisiv^SLS.Ss* ^a^^^s^ 
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He will teach yon all things, and bring all 
things to yonr remembrance whatsoever I 
have said to yon in my Word. He will 
take of the things that are Mine, and show 
them nnto yon. He will make known to 
you that which is hidden from all who have 
not My Spirit, — ^the one living and true way 
to holiness ^d happiness ailidi heaven. He 
will fight fbr you and in you, against all ottb, 
enemies, and finally inake you more than 
conqueror through Mi!, who loved you and 
gave MvBEtJ" for yon. Therefore, oh, all 
ye who are willing to turn, keep your eyes 
in all your conflicts on Me and on my writ- 
ten Word ; for, behold^ I will not alter the 
word that is gone out of my mouth, but 
let any othet spirit tell you what it may, 
only believe in Me, and " / will pour out my 
>Sp>iHt unto you, I mil make known my words 

\ 
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unto you.^^ B^liave thou in my wisdom, £W3d 
cease from thine own ; tni^t henceforth in 
MY coimsels^ and not in thine own ; awl 
from this moment, and for ever. aU thmgs 
shall work togejbher for your good. **Nio 
weapon that is formed against thee i^hall 
prosper; and ©viery tongue ijaat ^haU rise 
a^iinst thee in judgment thou shalt con*- 
demn. Thi? i? the h^tiage of the servants 
of the Lord? ^ad their B^hteou^ness is of 
MJE, saith th^ l¥)rd." {Is. Uy. 17.) 

And now I have delivered, according to 
the iahility giy,en m^, the message of my 
liprd to the ^i/m/ple, to the ^con^vi, to the 
foolish,— m. other words, to those who are 
turning their backs on Oirist and His call, 
and hurrying down the broad road whose 
end is wretchedness a»d ruin. If you are 
cp»soipu& that the call is a. oa^'Wi ^«?5>.»Vs^ 
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are you going to treat it? You must 
answer the question to God, for it is God 
who aflks it. The book you are reading, 
through which He puts it, is but His in- 
strument, His mouthpiece. In every call 
to sinners, in every effort to arouse, or warn, 
or teach, or do them good, if the effort is ac- 
cording to knowledge, it is always God who 
is the iREATi Speaker and Actor. Godly 
ministers or preachers or friends or books or 
letters are but His agents and ambassadors. 
" Now then," says Paul, in one of the little 
books he wrote, which we call his second 
epistle to the Corinthians, " Now then we 
are ambassadors for Christ, as though GrOD 
did beseech you by us : we pray you m 
Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to God." 
Paul was the instrument, Paul was the am- 
hasaadoT. — But oh, the condescension of God 1 
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oh, the meekness and gentleness of Christ 1 
— ^It waa not Paul, but God Himself who 
really besought the Corinthians ; it was not 
Paul, but Christ, as reaUy as if He was visibly 
present, who prayed them to be reconciled to 
God. And what Paul's letter was to them 
then, the book you are reading is to you at this 
minute ; and I am to you what Paul was to 
the Corinthians, — an ambassador for Christ. 
The cry of " Christ the Wisdom of God," 
is not merely a portion of Grod's Word 
written and commented upon in a little 
book, and intended for everybody ; but the 
book which has, by the grace of God, found its 
way into your hand, and is the cry of Christ 
the Wisdom of God to you. It is not the' 
book, but God Himself who now prays you 
to be reconciled ; it is not the book^ but \^ 
Christ Himself, as if t\i«te^^T^s^ ^^^^l^^^sss^ 
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in thi3 world but you, who now caUe on you 
to turn at His reproof, saying, " BehojUD / 
will pour out my Spirit unto yoUj I will make 
known my words unto you" Consider, tliere- 
fore, I entreat you, before you reject the 
prayers of the Saviour and the beseechings 
of God. Wbat it cost the Lord, before He 
had a pardon to offer, is more than we can 
understand, — ^more than we ever shall un- 
derstand, unless, which God forbid, amongst 
the lost in hell we imderstand in its full 
meaning what it is to be forsaken of God; 
but whatever that means, Christ was for- 
saken of God that a Way might be made fear 
God to come to you ; and He has come to 
you by that Way, and is now close to you, 
beseeching you to be reconciled,— beseeching 
you to listen to the call of Christ, and-TURN. 
Whether jrou listen or not is iiow optioiaai j 
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btlt if you Inject it lidtr, there is a day 
coiiilng when it will not bd optional. Sooner 
or later you must go to God, and Christ 
beseeches you to go J^oW. If you go to Him 
Kow, He win forgive you, will pour out His 
Spirit unto you, will niak6 known His words 
unto you ; but if you refuse and rebel ; if 
you never go to Him until He calls you 
with a call you MUst obey,— namely, by the 
voice of the archangel and the trump of 
God,— then in the remainder of Wisdom's 
message which I have yet to deliver, you 
are forewarned of your reception. It is 
very solemn, very awful; but revealed as 
much in love to your soul, by Christ the 
Wisdom of God, as the portion we have 
already considered ; revi^aled that having 
hardened your heart against all else, perad- 
venture the fear oi VJtift \4Krt$^ ^saas^ ^fesss'^^ 
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you througli Him to God, and so be to 
you the beginning of wisdom. It is true 
that if you are to be saved there must be 
something more Christ-like in you than 
mere fear; for Christianity worketh by 
love, and a religion of fear is not Christ's 
religion ; but for all that, fear has often 
been made an instrument in the hands 
of God's Spirit of sending a man to Christ ; 
and no matter what sends a man to Christ, 
— ^be it the fear of death, or any other fear, 
-if it reaJly sends him to Christ : Christ 
has said, " Him that cometh to Me, I will 
in no wise cast out" As the Bible stands, 
this truth stands,— that if the chiefest of 
sinners and hardest of hearts only goes 
to Christ, the promise of salvation is as 
certain to him as to the greatest saint on 
earth. 
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Now listen to what Christ says to those 
who will not turn at His call. 

" Because I have called, and ye refused ; 
I have stretched out my hand, and no man 
regarded ; hut ye have set at nought all my 
counsel, and would none of my reproof: I 
also will laugh at your calamity; I will 
mock when your fear cometh; when your 
fear cometh as desolation, and your destruc- 
tion cometh as a whirlwind; when distress 
and anguish cometh upon you. Then shall 
they call upon Me, hut I will not answer ; 
they shall seek Me early, hut they shall not 
find Me: for that they hated knowledge, 
and did not choose the fear of the Lord : 
they would none of my counsel : they de- 
spised all my reproof Therefore shall they 
eat of the fruit of their own way, and he 
filled with their ovm demces. "Bw \Jcv.e, V'v^s^'^ 
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ing away of the simple shall slay them^ and 
the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 
But whoso hearheneth unto Me shall dwell 
safely^ and he quiet from fear of evil" 

Such ore the solemn word^ with which 
Wisdom ends her call ; and I will only notice 
three things that they prominently reveal. 
First, what will be the conduct of the sin- 
ner who has neglected th« call^ when the 
distress and angmsh and destruction here 
spoken, of cometh upon him? Next, what 
will be the conduct of Him who now calls 
to that sinner with an offer to supply all 
his need ? and, lastly, what is God's explan- 
ation of His own conduct ? 

First, wi|.at will be the conduct of the 
sinner ? ffe will begin to pray. God says, 
'^ Thjeit they smoiLcaU upon if 6,"*—'' They 
WATiL seeh Me." I h^ve said^ a little^ ^igQ, 
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thart sooner or later every man m\jflt go to 
God ; I will now add, that sooner or later 
every man must pray. The man who never 
prays: on earth, will begin to pray as soon as 
he gets to heU. The first thing the rich man 
did when he got to hell was to begin to pray. 
He had never prayed on earth, because he had 
not felt want ; he had nothing to pray for ; 
and there can be no prayer without a sense of 
want. But he was in want in hell^ in want 
of a drop of water to cool his tongue^ and 
he began to pray. It is God's determinate 
counsel and purpose, confirmed with an 
oath, that every man shall pray. "J have 
sworn hy myself ^^^ He saith, *^the word is 
gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, that unto Me every knee 
shall bow, every tongue shall swear ;^' and 
again, as quoted by Paul^ '' A% I ^^'Vi^^ ^^^icOis* \ 
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the Lord, every knee shall bow to Me, and 
every tongue shall confess to GrOD." When 
we will pray is optional ; we may do it now, 
or wait until the day of our destruction. 
We way bow the knee to God now, and 
confess our sins, and pray to Him now if 
we will ; and if we do, it is not too late for 
any man ; or we may put it off till it is too 
late ; but pray we must, for God has sworn 
WE SHALL. In hell they do nothing but pray. 
Here on earth, prayer and praise, for the 
most part, go hand in hand. At one time, 
it is witnessed in heaven of the Christian, 
" Behold he prayeth ; " at another, he 
" offereth praise," he " glorifieth Me ; " but 
in the world to come prayer and praise are 
separated. In hell they are in great want, 
therefore they do nothing but pray; in 
ieaven they have no want, therefore they 
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do nothing but praise. Oh, ye whose hearts 
are enmity against God, and to whom the 

you must either pray now, — ^and if you do 
it will end in praise ; or you must pray a 
ceaseless, hopeless, too late prayer, — ^a prayer 
that wiU b^in witi. the day of yo^ L 
struction, and never come to an end imtil 
God Himself comes to an end, and the 
redeemed cease to praise in heaven ! 

It is clear, then, that either here or in the 
world to come, the time will arrive when 
you must pray. If, therefore, your first 
PRAYER is never put up until it is wrung 
from you by the felt distress, anguish, and 
desolation of a lost soul, how deeply impor- 
tant is it that you should know how He 
who now calls on you to turn to Him, and 
pray to Him, and believe \sv ^B^sss^^ -'^rSic^ ^^ 



I^omiee ikat if .you will, He w^l supply all 
yoiir need, will receive and anwrer ycmr 
yiROT prayer! Iti love to your soul, and 
tiysit the kmowled^e of it fiaay seiid you to the 
Lord Jesdi^ now, God ha» reve^fed this. His 
own words^ are,— and He & not a man that 
He should Uey— " / will lauffh at your ccdch 
mity; I will mock when your fear eometh; 
when your fear eometh as desolation, and 
your destruction eometh as a whirlwind; 
when distress and anguish cometk upon you. 
Then shall they call upon Me, hut I will 
not answer; they shall seek Me early, hut 
they shaU not find Me^ This is God's own 
description of His answer to the prayers of 
those who refuse to turn at His call Now, 
and put off pmying and seeking tiO the day 
of their desolation. Nor does it stand alone, 
Sot many are the like descriptions in His 

\ 
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Word of what God will he and do to those 
who are out of Christ iu that day, They 
axe very awful I We have one much the 
same in the second Psalm, — " He that sitteth 
in the heavens shall laugh: the Lard shaU 
have them in derision. Th^n shall He speak 
unto them in His vjrath, a/nd vex them in 
His sore displeasure.^^ Again I say these reve- 
lations are very awfiil ! Doubly so, because 
men pay so little attention to them. They 
are great practical Bible statements of judg- 
ments that are coming on multitudes, about 
which multitudes think nothing. " OA, 
consider this/^ saith the Lord, ^^ye that 
forget God, lest I tear you in pieces, and 
there be none to deliver.^' But God calls and 
warns in vain, and men do not consider. 
How touching are the liord's own grievings 
over this 1 How unwilHiig^ is Sa tjsai* ^^iss^s^ 
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should perish 1 " The ox knoweth its owner, 
and the ass its master^s crib; but Israel 
doth not know; mi/ people do not consider.^' 
And again He saitli,-aiid it is aJl said in 
love, — " The wicked shall he turned into 
hell, and all the nations that forget God" 
And, again, "It is a fearful thing to fall 
into the hands of the living God.'' Yet, not- 
withstanding the revealed hell, the nations 
DO forget God ; and fearful thing though it 
be to fall into His hands, there is little or 
no fear of God before men's eyes now. 
Yet when the day comes, when they find 
Him to be, what out of Christ He has 
represented Himself to be, "a consuming 
fire," they will fear Him : and that day is 
coming. Then they will call upon Him, but 
He will not answer; then they will seek 
Him^ but they will not find Him ; but He 
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• 

will treat them then exactly as they treat 
Him NOW, You cannot have a better cri- 
terion on which to form your judgment of 
what will be the treatment of God to you 
in that day, than an examination of what is 
yom' treatment of Him in this. Now Christ 
prays you, now God beseeches you to be 
reconciled. What answer do you make to 
the prayers of Chiist, and the beseechings 
of God? The answer you make to these 
prayers now, is the answer He will make to 
your prayers then. If you turn to Him, 
and listen to His words, and try and do 
what He wishes you, He will turn to you, 
and listen to you, and do what you wish 
Him in that day of trial ; but if you laugh 
at His Word, make a mock of sin, or, what 
is the same thing, refuse to attend to Him 
when He calleth you, or \i^ fevxxA. ^"^Sisssi. N 
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when He seeketh you, then He will do jixst 
the same to you. He will laugh at your 
calamity; mock when your fear cometh; 
refuse to answer when you call upon Him, 
or be found of you when you seek Him. 
Can you blanje Him ? Can you even won- 
der at Him? Are not you yourself, if I 
may so speak, educating Him for it, and, 
instead of following the example that He 
has set you, setting Him an example that 
He should walk in your steps? God is 
now calling to you. Why do you not call 
upon Him? May His Holy Spirit press 
home on your heart with power, that the 
answer He now gets from you, is the ^tiiswer 
you wiU get irom Him when you call upon 
Him in the day of your calamity. 

But not only has Grod written for our 
learning how He wiU act in ttiat day to the 
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impenitent and xintumed, but haa condes- 
cended also to give us the reasons for His 
conduct. The passage begins with the 
explanation, — "Because." Because why? 
Is it because these castaways had been 
murderers, or adulterers, or fornicators, or 
extortioners, or thieves, or liars, or covetous, 
or blasphemers, or drunkards ? Is it because 
they had been guilty of one or all of these 
sins, or of any other sins that you like to men- 
tion, and were too bad to be forgiven, that 
God says He wiU despise their ciy and reject 
their prayer ? In his epistle to the Corinthian 
converts, Paul draws a picture of sinners 
worse, if possible, than I have drawn, and 
then adds, '^ Such were some of you: hut 
ye are washed, hut ye are sanctified, hut 
ye are justified in the na/me of the Lord 
Jesus, and hy the Spirit of out God»? '"^S^K^fe 
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sinners, great and loathsome as they were, 
could be, and were forgiven, for they listened 
to God's call by the mouth of Paul, and went 
to Christ; and the Blood of Jesus Christ, 
God's Son, cleanseth from all sin : and it 
will not be because he has broken the com- 
mandments of God, though he has broken 
them as often as he has hairs on his head, 
that Grod will turn a deaf ear to a man in 
the day of judgment. For what then, you 
ask, will He? Listen, for it is God who 
answers your question, and may He give 
you the hearing ear. " BECA USE I have 
called, and ye refused ; I have stretched out 
my handy and no man regarded; hut ye 
have set at nought all my counsel, and 
would none of my reproof: I ALSO will 
laugh at your calamity; I will mock when 
2/our fear cometh" Do you imderstand 
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now ? It is God's own explanation of why 
any man is lost. However great a sinner a 
man may have been, there is no necessity 
for his being lost because he is a sinner. 
Jesus Christ came from heaven into the 
world to save sinners. Jesus Christ having 
lived and died for them is gone back into 
heaven, there to appear in the presence of 
God for sinners. Jesus Christ is at God's 
right hand to give repentance and remission 
of sins to sinners y and is able to save to the 
uttermost every sinner that comes to God 
by Him. Moreover Jesus Christ is as will- 
ing to save as He is able, and has promised 
to cast out no sinner that comes to Him. 
Therefore no sinner is lost, even though he 
is the chiefest of sinners, simply because he 
is a sinner, for there is a Fountain opened 
that can cleanse away any siuuex' % ^cs^i. ^ss>^ \ 
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uncleanness, and God calls on every sinner 
to arise aad wash away his sins, calling on 
the name of the Lord. But the condemna- 
tion of the sinner is that he refuses to obey 
the caJl,— refuses to arise and turn to Him 
who loves sinners, and washes them from 
their sins in His own Blood. Thisre is not 
a man on earth who might not be saved, 
and he that is lost, will not be lost because 
his sins were too great to be foigiven, or 
his heart too hard to be turned, but because 
he would not attend to the call of Christ, 
and believing His promise, — " Behold I 
will pour out my Spirit unto you, I will 
jnake known my words unto you,'' — ^seek 
from Him the outpouring of the Holy Ghost, 
and the knowledge of His words. "Be- 
cause / have called, and ye refused ; I have 
stretched out my hand, and no man re- 
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garded ; I also will mock." We have the 
same teaching in the thirtieth and thirty- 
first verses. " They would none of my 
counsel: they despised all my reproof. 
THEEEFOEE shall they eat of the fruit 
of their ovm ways, and be filled with their 
own devices.'^ 

"/ have stretched out my hand" is an 
expression that should touch us. Christ is 
stretching out His hands to Yon at this 
minute ; but before He could do that, He 
had to stretch them out on the OROSd. " They 
shall eat of the fruit of their own ways," 
also are words full of fearful meaning, for 
let him forget it as he may, every man 
is and has been sowing seed all his life, 
which is growing, and which will continue 
to grow as long as he lives, on the fruit of 
which, unless he gets God "tc^ \J^<i^ '^ '^^^^ 
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the Blood of Christ he will have to feed 
for ever. Oh, the agony of the man who 
realizes at the day of judgment that his 
portion for eternity is the fruit of his own 
ways ! " 

And now, in the two last verses of the 
passage, does not God teach what I have 
been striving to teach through the whole 
exposition ? " For the turning away of the 
simple shall slay them, and the prosperity 
of fools shall destroy them. But whoso 
hearkeneth unto Me shall dwell safely, and be 
quiet from fear of evil. Here God expressly 
teaches that it is " the turning away^^ and 
nothing else that slays the simple ; that it 
is " the prosperity of fools, ^^ — ^not prosperity 
observe ; that if rightly sought and obtained 
is God's gift and God's blessing, — ^but " the 
) prospenty or fools :" an inordinate affection 
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in the heart that leads a man to lay up 
treasure for himself on earth, rather than 
seek to be rich towards God ; to tinn from 
Christ, and His ways, lest Christ and His 
ways should interfere with his prosperity; to 
do that on which he cannot ask God's bless- 
ing, in order to increase hisprosperity;to say, 
*a wiU be rich," though m labouring to be 
rich he has to keep his face to the world, 
and as a consequence turn away from 
God, — ^this is the prosperity of fools ; this 
is the prosperity that destroys; the pros- 
perity to which our Saviour aUuded when 
he asked, " What will it profit a man if he 
gain the whole world and lose his own 
soul ? " This is the prosperity that is in- 
compatible with listening to Christ, and is 
only another name for turning away from 
Him. 
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Nothing but turning away from Christ 
can destroy any man. 

The last verse is the converse of the above, 
and a very great and precious promise. It has 
but one condition, "Hearken," and the word 
** Whoso " makes it a promise to the whole 
world, ^^ But WHOSO hearkeneth unto Mb 
shall dwell safely, and he quiet from fear 
of mZ." If YOU are not dwelling safely, 
and if you are not quiet from fear of evil, 
in some shape or other, you are not hearken- 
ing to the word of God 

As Paul said to Timothy, so in conclusion 
I say to you : " Consider what I say; and 
the Lord give thee understanding in all 
things.^* 
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